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insight that never deceived him, gave them advice
and concerned himself with their education.

Already the Comte d'Artois was showing the
signs of a merry, wayward and impulsive nature.
When he was learning geography he asked how
Louis XV had acquired the Franche-Comte; "By
right of conquest/* replied his master. An hour
later at table the Dauphin was given a very fine
peach, and, as he was talking at the time to the
Comte de Provence, he left it on his plate; the
Comte d'Artois, who had none, took it and took
a bite out of it, scandalizing the Dauphin. His
under-tutor said to him: "Sir, that peach is not
yours."

"Pardon me, Sir, it is mine by right of con-
quest!"

The presence of these lively young people made
Versailles gayer, and Louis XV encouraged their
amusements and games.

In the course of the visit paid him in October
1768 by Christian XII of Denmark, he confided
to the foreign king these melancholy words:
"I have suffered great losses; my son the Dauphin,
his wife, the queen, my elder daughters; I am
growing old, and at my age I could be the father
of half my subjects; in my love for them I am
father of them all."

The Comte de Provence's and the Comte
d'Artois* marriages, a few years apart, served as
an excuse for a lavishly sumptuous display, and
rekindled a flame -whose brilliance was dying
down.